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their music resembles that of the bagpipes, with a gourd
reservoir instead of the skin bag ; they are split up into clans,
which are often at feud one with another, and they cement
friendship and foment strife by free indulgence in an ardent
spirit closely resembling Highland whiskey,

Their chiefs are chosen from one ancient strain of royal
blood; but it does not therefore follow that every chief's son
shall succeed his father. He must first show himself worthy to
be a leader before men will follow him. Although his rule may
be set aside, the scion of a chief's house (or tf Lai/' as he is
called) is held sacred as being of semi-divine origin, and must not
be ill-treated or killed. The chief directs in war, and must be
the first to attack and the last to retreat.

Once, in Rutton Poia's village, I noticed a drunken Lushai
rudely push the chief out of his way, Rutton Poia said nothing,
but gathered his mantle closer around him and continued his
conversation with me.

" What is this ? " I asked ; " do you not punish disrespect
in your followers ? "

" Disrespect!JJ he exclaimed, " why the man is drunk and
incapable of disrespect! But putting his condition aside, here
all are equal. On the warpath, or in the chase, if he did not
obey me he would die ; but here he is as in his own house/*

If any man is in want, he walks into the chief's house and
takes what he needs,   " He is a chief/1 they say, c< and will
plenty more gifts.  All we haveis his ; so also his goods

, Who should give to us if ow chief does not ? ff
: . For public purposes, such as feast days, receptions, the enter-
taining of guests, &C,, the chief sends for anything that may
t>&-required to whoever has it, His house is built for him and
bfs land cultivated by the unpaid labour of his followers*
*;,",; The chief's house is a sanctuary, where all criminals may
take refuge. Even the avengers of blood, pursuing a murderer
ce^handed, may not pass beyond the threshold with arms in
tfeeir hands. But by thus seeking refuge under the chief's
topttree the fugitive becomes ipso facto the chiefs slave. He
fais other slaves also of those taken la war; by them he sends
orders and messages, their authorization beiilg the chief's own
which represents his sign manual. A piece of red 'cloth